The End, Almost

January 3, 2012

[Jesus said], “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come.”
Mark 13:31-33
Dear brothers and sisters,


With the passing of a weekend we leave a year of memories behind and face the possibilities of the new year ahead. Our plans, expectations, hopes, and dreams are but the paintbrushes we will use to paint our futures on the blank canvas that stands before us. For some resolutions where made late Saturday day night that have already been broken and fallen to the wayside of life, for others the anticipation of dreams still lay before them. 

What will tomorrow bring? That’s the question we all wrestle with as we step into this unsoiled property that is 2012. According to some this is the last year we will have to deal with this dilemma. There are those who believe that 2012 is the last year of all years. For Christians we would say then that this should be a celebration year. The end of times would mean Christ’s return, when our Lord will call to all those who live in faith in His atoning sacrifice that won us our salvation, when God our Father and Creator will renew His creation to pre-fall standing. For those that live outside of faith in Christ, who choose to live in unbelief, the end of times just means the lights get turned off for the last time. 
Worldly hope or hope in nothing less than the one and only begotten Son of God who was born of the virgin and died on the cross leaves us in the end dead in our graves. But faith in Christ crucified for our sins, trusting in the resurrection story, and having assured hope that our Lord will return again, gives the people of Christ’s Church here on earth the knowledge that the end as we know it, is just the beginning of the life everlasting as told to us in Scripture itself. As Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 13:12 “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.”
Could 2012 be the year that Christ returns and all that we know takes a drastic turn towards something different? Sure it could, but we have all heard the same prediction made throughout the years and so far none of them have hit the mark. 

As Christians what we do know is that one day our Lord will return and until that day as His Church here on earth we are called to preach and teach His Gospel of love and forgiveness. As our Lord’s witnesses we are to follow in the steps of John the Baptist as we live in the wilderness that is the world that we live in crying out “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

As we enter this fresh new slate that is this gift of the New Year may we strive to live according to God’s Commands, and with repentant hearts trusting always in our Lord’s forgiving glory. May we always live in the knowledge and understanding of Christ’s amazing love, and be ready to share the gift of His love with the world that is around us. And as this year enfolds before us may we live in the grace that our Lord promises us all. The hopes and dreams of tomorrow are based in our faith in the promise of God.
God’s blessing,
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Let me tell you about our church!

St. Paul’s Jonesburg worship schedule

Sunday Service 9:00am with Children’s and Adult Sunday School at 10:30am

Saturday Service 5:00pm 

