Freedom is a Gift
January 10, 2012
Dear Brothers and sisters,

The other day I was at my daughter’s basketball game. The game started as the beginning of any sporting event starts in our country with the crowd standing, removing their hats, putting their hands over their hearts and singing to our National Anthem. As a veteran the National Anthem always tugs at my heart. In hearing the song I remember friends and comrades who paid the ultimate price for the freedoms other Americans and I enjoy today. These patriots paid the price so others around the world could have the freedoms that we enjoy in our country. 

Freedom is a precious thing. Freedom is a God-given gift. Our rights and the privileges we have to live free, to own our possessions, is not given to us by a government. But this freedom is a gift. Even a government’s authority to make and keep laws is a gift from God. Paul writes in Romans 13:1-2, “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.” 

In the Gospel of Luke 20:21-25, Jesus tells us that there is a difference between spiritual and the secular authority. Jesus tells us that we are to respect the secular authority that God the Father has put over us “So they asked him, ‘Teacher, we know that you speak and teach rightly, and show no partiality, but truly teach the way of God. Is it lawful for us to give tribute to Caesar, or not?’ But he perceived their craftiness, and said to them, ‘Show me a denarius. Whose likeness and inscription does it have?’ They said, ‘Caesar's.’ He said to them, ‘Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.’” 


The fourth commandment states, “Honor thy mother and father.” Martin Luther in the Small Catechism asks, “What does this mean?” and answers “We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and other authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them.” Romans 13:2-4a states, “Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is God's servant for your good”

With all this what are we as God’s people supposed to do when the people that God has put into the position of authority follow the prince of the world rather then the Prince of Peace. What are we as Christians supposed to do when those who are in authority over us allow their thoughts and decisions to be based on secular philosophies rather than of God’s moral truths? The book of Acts 5:29 tells us, “We must obey God rather than men!”


When the world tells us that it’s okay to slaughter innocent babies with abortion, God tells us “Thou shall not murder.” When the world tells us that sexual freedom is just fine, God tells us “Do not commit adultery.” When the world tells us that it’s okay to take another person’s home so that someone else can build a hotel or casino, God says “You shall not steal, and you shall not covet.” Our lives, our bodies, our property, and our freedom are all gifts of God and all these gifts are under attack daily. The devil and his cohorts live and breathe amongst us always working to divert our eyes from the true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We make a choice do we follow God or turn the other way? God’s word, Holy Scripture says, “We must obey God rather than man.”

Over the next few months until as we head to the polls in November we are going be hearing a lot of information from the media, the politicians and their supports. The battle ground this election cycle will again be centered in what some call social issues: abortion, the termination of God’s gift of life and marriage, God’s blessing on the union of one man and one woman. For some these are just social issues, freedoms we can elect to manipulate according to our wants and desires. However freedom is a precious thing. Freedom is a God-given gift. While many will be clouding up the issues and fogging up the reality of what they are saying, in the end these issues will come down to what we think and how will we vote. For Christians in the end it will all come down to what does God’s Word say about an issue and what the world is saying about an issue. Scripture says, “We must obey God rather than man.” God’s gift of free will allows you to choose what you will do.
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