Together in Christ
April 8, 2008

Dear brothers and sisters,


A few days ago CNN reported that Muslim was now the largest growing religion in the world, passing Catholicism by 2%. However, the report continued if you add in all the other Christian denominations the majority of the world, 33%, is still Christian. The news media has made a lot of hype over racially charged hate statements made by a black minister who claims that there is a difference between being a “black” Christian Church and a “white” Christian Church.  
Paul tells us in Romans 10:10-13, “For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, "Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Denominations within Christ’s Church Triumphant, Christ’s Church here on earth, have different teachings within their churches. Some churches use more than Scripture to form their formal principles where they derive their teaching. As a Lutheran pastor of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, I obviously believe our doctrine and teaching are the most proper understanding of Scripture. I would also imagine though that a Catholic priest, a Methodist or Baptist pastor or a pastor from any other denomination would say the same for their doctrine and teaching. We all have our own history of where our churches grew and came from, and this is what makes our individual church different and unique from the church up the road. 
However, the one thing all of our churches have that unites us together is Jesus Christ and Him crucified. What makes a Christian Church unique is that our Lord and Savior died for each and every one of us. Our Lord died on that cross for the forgiveness of all of our sins and to bring us eternal life. “For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him.”
I’m not saying that a church’s teaching doesn’t matter. I’m not saying that a church’s belief or lack of belief in our Lord’s gift of the Sacraments and the power of the Sacraments doesn’t matter. And I am not saying that whether Scripture is God’s Word whole and complete, or that Scripture only contains God’s word, isn’t relative or important. All of these issues do desperately matter, are relative and important, and their priority should be discussed within your house of worship. And these issues should be discussed, debated and wrestled within Christ’s Church Universal. 

But the one thing that does not have to debated is the love that our Lord showed to us when He chose to go to that cross and shed His blood for you and for me. The one thing that we don’t have to wrestle with is the miracle that our Lord rose from the dead on the third day to physically show us that sin and the devil had been defeated and salvation and our eternal life had been won. It’s the miracle of Easter and it’s the truth that ties Christians together, whether Jew or Greek. 

Satan would like to divide Christ’s Church around the world, to fragment and separate it. But as Paul tells us in Ephesians 2:4-5, “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ- by grace you have been saved.” By God’s great love we are saved, by Christ’s vicarious atoning death on that cross we are saved. By grace we have been saved through faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We as Christ’s Church are held together by the one truth, the only truth that truly matters and that is Christ crucified for you and for me.
Christ has risen, He has risen indeed. Alleluia.
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